To the editor, 
I was dismayed to learn recently that the Liberal government has again cut access to legal aid in BC. In addition to heavy service and staff cuts last year, the Legal Services Society has announced it is closing its remaining regional offices except in Terrace and Vancouver, and will lay off 58 more workers. 
The B.C. Liberals have cut legal aid staff from more than 400 in 2002 to about 140 this year. They have  cut funding by 40 per cent from 2002 to 2005, and last year saw further cuts to staff and services. 
The upcoming cuts and office closures in March will leave our legal aid system in tatters. Most British Columbians will only be able to access legal aid through a call-centre in Vancouver.
At the same time, demand for legal aid has risen, as more people struggle to cope with a failing economy and job loss. People who can't afford legal services – from single mothers fighting for custody rights to renters being evicted by their landlords – should not be shut out from our justice system. 
This is a shameful way to treat those in our society that can't afford costly legal help.
Sincerely,

